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It is a rare pleasure to review such an excellent book. This volume is a new translation of 
the widely used third-century work often attributed to Hippolytus of Rome, which has 
enjoyed a good deal of attention in scholarship. Discovered in the nineteenth century, it 
has been put into English twice already, once in the Ante-Nicene Fathers series and once 
in a further version by F. Legge in 1921, but the state of the Greek text on which modern-
language translations have been based has been a constant problem. The most recent 
edition, by Marcovich, has been almost universally criticized as being far too trigger-happy 
with emendations, and this has led some to revert to the earlier GCS edition by Wendland 
in 1916. This is not a satisfactory situation, as understanding of the textual tradition has 
been enhanced greatly since that time, and some of Marcovich’s emendations are sound 
and necessary given the poor state of the textual tradition. (To take an example at random, 
the replacement of ὅλων in the text of MS P at Ref. 6.31.4 with ἄλλων is hard to contest.)  

Because of these unfortunate circumstances, Litwa offers a new text alongside his own 
facing translation. The Greek side is not a critical edition noting divergent manuscript 
readings (still less does it note all Marcovich’s suggestions), but it is a very serviceable 
reading text. The book is further enhanced with about two thousand footnotes. Some are 
text-critical, but in the main they provide a wealth of information about scholarship on the 
“heresies” discussed, providing ample documentation from primary sources (with frequent 
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references to works such as Kirk-Raven-Schofield and Long and Sedley). There are even 
two diagrams that help to illustrate some of the more abstruse zodiacal and astronomical 
sections. The introduction provides readers with an accessible discussion of the 
nightmarishly complex matter of the Refutatio’s authorship, which is in itself a service 
given how hard to understand many treatments of this subject are. Overall, the 
combination of material in the volume, especially the Greek text with facing translation, 
makes this an invaluable book. 

There are a few places where one might have expected additional notes, such as the 
reference to Simon Magus sitting and teaching under a plane tree (6.20.3), which is 
reminiscent of Socrates in the Phaedrus (229a–230c). The notes mentioning allusions to 
biblical references are fairly comprehensive: one might have expected a few more, such as 
τὸν ἐξ αἱμάτων γεγεννημένον in Ref. 6.9.5 having a parallel with ἐξ αἱμάτων … 
ἐγεννήθησαν in John 1:13. A few comments can be queried, such as the statement that the 
Sethians are an otherwise unknown group (311 n. 330): they are attested in several places 
elsewhere. (Löhr’s article in the Dictionary of Gnosis and Western Esotericism lists a number 
of references, to which can be added the Berlin Coptic Book, P 20915.)  

There is little to quibble with in the translation of the Greek (I noticed an untranslated 
πατήρ in 5.26.21), which is generally excellent. The translation is written in an accessible 
style. So, for example, οὕτως γάρ φησιν ὁ Ἄρατος becomes “To quote Aratos:” and καὶ τοῦτο 
εἶναί “Yes, this is…!” “For what remains” elegantly renders τὸ λοιπόν. Hippolytus’s particles 
are especially well reproduced. There is intelligent use of parenthesis, which is often needed 
when presenting Hipppolytus in English. 

In the main, the book is very clean, and I spotted only a few typographical errors (e.g., 
texkritisch on 31, Religiöse Philosophie und philosophischen Religion on 433). The paucity 
of such errors, however, is impressive in such a large book. I have mentioned these slips 
merely as Homeric noddings that are by far the exception rather than the rule. 

The Refutation of All Heresies has been a mine of information for all kinds of scholars. 
Classicists such as Catherine Osborne and Jaap Mansfeld have employed its testimonies to 
ancient philosophers, and historians of early Christianity have used it as a source for the 
various groups discussed in it, as per the monograph by Lancelotti on the Naassenes and 
articles by Mark Edwards on the gnostics. Litwa also makes a plea in his introduction that 
the work be regarded as a literary artifact in its own right. This translation with its parallel 
Greek text will mean that the work will be more accessible to modern scholars and students 
than ever before. This remarkable volume will, I am sure, endure for a long time as the 
standard translation of the Refutatio, and we are greatly in our debt to Litwa for producing 
such a masterpiece. 


